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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. R27 - WHITTON

Introduction

1.  The present community of Whitton embraces countryside that lies in the foothills 
of the Radnor Forest, to which the community rises in the sparsely populated area of 
Cascob in its west.  Most habitation is concentrated along the valleys of the River 
Lugg and it tributary the Cascob brook, and along the routes of the B4356 and 
B4357 county roads.  The main settlement is Whitton, classified as a small village in 
the Unitary Development Plan and where the community centre and primary school 
are located.  Discoed is classified as a rural settlement in the Plan, and, while other 
areas of settlement lie around Cascob and Pilleth, dwellings are scattered across 
the eastern foothills and valleys of this community.

2.  The community has a population of 310, an electorate of 278 (2005) and a 
council of 9 members.  The community is warded: Cascob with 55 electors and two 
councillors; Discoed with 48 and two; Pilleth with 44 and two, and Whitton with 131 
and three.  The precept required for 2005 is £1,405.17, representing a Council Tax 
Band D equivalent of £9.

3.  In the 1982 Review, there were various proposals to amalgamate the very small 
communities of north-eastern Radnorshire, and the arrangements that were adopted 
at that time best reflected community loyalties and social connections in that area.  
The preferred amalgamation, following public meetings, was of the then 
communities of Whitton (81 electors  in 1978), Pilleth (41), Litton and Cascob (16), 
Discoed (43) and Cascob (51).  At that time none of these communities had a 
community council, and their representative body was the community meeting.  

4.  It was the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales, prompted 
probably by a belief that old community loyalties and connections should be 
respected, that recommended a warding arrangement for this community.  Its final 
recommendations were for a community council of nine members in a warded 
community: Cascob - 2 councillors, Discoed - 2, Pilleth - 2 and Whitton - 3.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

5.  A submission form has been received from Whitton Community Council, 
proposing the removal of the warding arrangement in this community.  The council 
considers that in the past it has been required to pay a disproportionate amount in 
election fees to cover its warding arrangement.  The council would wish to retain the 
numbers of representative councillors for the four settlements served by it.

Assessment
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6.  Rhos y Meirch to the south of Knighton is a small unclassified settlement of 
scattered properties, which is currently divided by the Knighton / Whitton community 
boundary.  We consider that it would be appropriate to transfer approximately eight 
properties affected by the boundary divide to the more rural community of Whitton.  
Our suggested community boundary would leave the spring at Gwernafel dingle, 
north of Meadow View farm, across field boundaries to Offa’s Dyke following it 
south-ward to join the B4355 north of The Firs before re-joining Offa’s Dyke and the 
existing boundary.  We would suggest that this new boundary would be more clearly 
understood by and have better relevance to the electorate of this area.  We estimate 
that approximately 14 electors would be transferred to Whitton community by this 
proposal.

7.  The total electorate of Whitton has increased from 214 in 1978 to 278 in 2005.  
However, further development in the Unitary Development Plan will be limited to an 
estimated seven dwellings and opportunities for affordable housing development 
adjacent to the settlement development boundaries at Whitton together with 
opportunities for affordable housing development in the rural settlement of Discoed 
in accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited number of dwellings in the 
open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in 
accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We note that this community's electorate 
will continue, therefore, to lie well below 400 electors, suggesting an entitlement in 
accordance with Table 7 - Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils 
to seven councillors.

8.  We have given careful consideration to the question of whether this community 
should continue to be divided into wards.  We are required to  apply the criteria in 
Schedule 11 of the 1972 Act in our consideration of this matter, and these are that 
(a) the number or distribution of the local government electors for the community is 
such as to make a single election of community councillors impracticable or 
inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that areas of the community should be 
separately represented on the community council.  We have noted that the 
electorates of three of the existing wards are extremely small: Cascob - 55; Discoed 
- 48 and Pilleth - 44; this in itself suggests that separate ward elections would be 
meritless.  As the community council itself has pointed out, such small wards are 
rarely in the interests of effective and convenient local government because of the 
costs of staging elections for them.  We do not consider that the number or 
distribution of the local government electors for this community is such as to make a 
single election of community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; indeed, all 
electors in the community currently vote at the same polling station which is Whitton 
Community Hall.  Likewise, we do not consider that it is any longer desirable for 
areas of this small community to be separately represented on the community 
council.  Whitton is the only settlement classified  as a small village in the Unitary 
Development Plan and it lies at the intersection of the  B4356 and B4357 which 
serve to hold this whole community together; remaining settlement is drawn along 
the valley of the River Lugg and its tributary the Cascob and is scattered across the 
community, particularly in its east.

Draft Proposals
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9.  We propose that there should be a Community of Whitton comprising the present 
community of that name together with an area at Rhos y Meirch that we propose to 
transfer from the community of Knighton;

That the community should have a council of seven members and that the 
community should not be warded.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

278 7 40

Comments received

10.  A form of submissions has been received from Whitton Community Council 
supporting our proposed boundary changes, “as the properties at Rhos y Meirch are 
in close proximity to Whitton and are most suited to being part of this rural 
community.”  With regard to our allocation of councillors to this community, the 
council comments, “the area served by Whitton Community Council can easily be 
served by the proposed number of councillors.  The nature of the community lends 
itself to some councillors being able to make representations for different  hamlets 
within the area.”  Finally, with regard to the removal of the warding arrangement, the 
council confirms that it has previously requested the removal of the warding 
arrangements.  “This will reduce the burden of cost  on the local communities for the 
provision of electoral arrangements which previously for four wards was 
disproportionate.”

Final Proposals

11.  We propose that there should be a Community  of Whitton comprising the 
present community of that name together with an area at Rhos y Meirch that we 
propose to transfer from the community of Knighton;

That the community should have a council of seven members and that the 
community should not be warded.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

278 7 40


