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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. R06 - GLADESTRY

Introduction

1.  The present community of Gladestry is situated in south-eastern Radnorshire on 
the border with Herefordshire.  Gladestry village lies in a sheltered position where 
several streams converge to form the Gladestry brook.  Newchurch and 
Michaelchurch on Arrow are located in the south of the community over the Disgwlfa 
Hill in the valley of the river Arrow.    Like most Radnorshire communities, the 
topography is defined by extensive uplands of uninhabited moorland: Disgwylfa, 
Newchurch, Black and Colva Hills and Cefn-hir. Settlement in the community is 
concentrated in the two valleys with the remaining population living in scattered 
farms and rural dwellings.  The Powys Unitary Development Plan classifies 
Gladestry as a small village, with a number of community services and facilities: 
primary school, general store, post office and church.  Settlement is otherwise 
concentrated in the small village of Newchurch and in the rural settlements of Colva 
and Michaelchurch-on-Arrrow.  All, however, would look to the centrally located 
small village of Gladestry for many of their amenities.

2.  The community has a population of 419, an electorate of 368 (2005) and a 
council of 7 members.  The community is warded: Colva with 54 electors and one 
councillor; Gladestry with 201 and four; Michaelchurch-on-Arrow with 58 and one, 
and Newchurch with 55 and one.  The precept required for 2005 is £1,500.00 
representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £7.10.

3.  In the 1982 Review, there were various proposals to amalgamate the smaller 
communities of Radnorshire, and the arrangements that were adopted at that time 
best reflected community loyalties and social connections in the area.  The Local 
Government Boundary Commission for Wales  proposed to amalgamate the then 
individual communities of Gladestry, Colva, Newchurch and Michaelchurch-on-Arrow 
along with the southern half of the then community of Trewern and Gwaithla.  At that 
time all these communities did not have community councils, and their 
representative body was the community meeting.  It was felt that this new 
community would “be a useful and workable unit”.  With no adverse comments to the 
draft proposals, the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales therefore 
made its final recommendations for a community council of seven members with the 
following warding arrangement: Colva with 46 electors (1978) and one councillor; 
Gladestry with 159 electors and four councillors; Michaelchurch-on-Arrow with 52 
electors and one councillor, and Newchurch with 41 electors and one councillor.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4. No representations have been received for this community.
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Assessment

5.  The electorate of Gladestry has increased from 298 in 1978 to 368 in 2005.  
However further development in the Unitary Development Plan will be limited to an 
estimated five dwellings in Gladestry with opportunities for further affordable housing 
development adjacent to the development boundaries  in Gladestry and Newchurch 
in accordance with Policy HP8.  There are also opportunities for a limited number of 
dwellings in the open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for 
conversions in accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We note that this 
community’s electorate will remain stable at about 375 electors, suggesting a 
continued entitled in accordance with Table 7 – Guide to Allocation of Councillors to 
Community Councils to seven councillors.

6.  We have given careful consideration to the question of whether this community 
should continue to be divided into wards.  We have noted that the electorates of 
three of the four existing wards are extremely small: Colva - 54; Michaelchurch-on-
Arrow - 58 and Newchurch - 55; this in itself suggests that separate ward elections 
would be meritless in these wards.  We are required to  apply the criteria in Schedule 
11 of the 1972 act in our consideration of this matter, and these are that (a) the 
number or distribution of the local government electors for the community is such as 
to make a single election of community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; 
and (b) it is desirable that areas of the community should  be separately represented 
on the community council.  We do not consider that the number or distribution of the 
local government electors for this community is such as to make a single election of 
community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; indeed all electors in the 
community currently vote at the same polling station at the Village Hall, Gladestry.  
Likewise, we do not consider that it is any longer desirable for areas of this small 
community to be separately represented on the community council.  Gladestry and 
Newchurch are the only two settlements classified as small villages in the Powys 
Unitary Development Plan; remaining settlement is scattered across the community, 
but particularly along its eastern borderland, in the valleys of the river Arrow and the 
Gladestry brook.  Furthermore, it is to the village of Gladestry that the inhabitants of 
this community would look in the first instance: it is here, for instance, that their 
public hall and primary school are located.

Draft Proposals

7.  We propose that there should be a Community of Gladestry  and that the 
community should not be warded.

The community should have a council of 7 members;

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

368 7 53
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Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

8.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

9.  We propose that there should be a Community of Gladestry  and that the 
community should not be warded.

The community should have a council of 7 members;

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

368 7 53


