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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. M48 - WELSHPOOL

Introduction

1.  Welshpool is the fourth  largest of Powys's towns.  It is an area centre which has 
good road and rail communications with the rest of mid-Wales, the West Midlands 
and the North West and is an important market and employment centre with well-
established community services and facilities and a large number of employers.  The 
Unitary Development Plan considers the town "capable of accommodating and 
absorbing larger housing and industrial developments than would be suitable 
elsewhere in the surrounding Planning Area."

2.  The community has a population of 6,269, an electorate of 4,832 (2005) and a 
council of 16 members.  The community is warded: Castle with 1,108 electors and 
four councillors; Gungrog with 1,939 and six, and Llanerchyddol with 1,785 and six.  
The precept required for 2005 is £96,710, representing a Council Tax Band D 
equivalent of £40.28.

3.  The present Welshpool community is a product of the 1986 Review.  The 
previous community, comprising the former Municipal Borough of Welshpool, 
contained the town of Welshpool and a considerable  rural area within which were 
situated the settlements of Guilsfield, Pool Quay, Buttington, Trewern, Brithdir and 
Castle Caereinion.  With the sole exception of Pool Quay, these rural areas were 
transferred to the existing or new communities of Guilsfield, Castle Caereinion, 
Berriew and Trewern.  Perhaps it was surprising that only one anomaly remained to 
be resolved in the Decision Letter of the Secretary of State for Wales dated 21 

October 1985; the Trelydan area had been proposed for inclusion in the new 
community of Guilsfield, but the Secretary of State decided that it should form part of 
the Gungrog ward of the new community of Welshpool.  Naturally, the dismembering 
of the former community of Welshpool  was the cause of heated and passionate 
debate.  Even so, we consider that the changes, based at the time on considerable 
research into the community affinity of residents of the affected areas and an 
appropriate way of giving representation to the surrounding villages, have stood the 
test of time.  And it could be said that the town has since been more focused on its 
urban, commercial and industrial destiny, with a small rural hinterland that is both 
closely associated with the town and provides scope for its further development.  

4.  In the 1986 Review, the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales 
sought guidance on the warding of the new community.  Acceptable  guidance was 
finally provided by the then Montgomeryshire District Council, and three wards were 
created: Castle (four councillors), Gungrog (six) and Llanerchyddol (six).

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

5.  No representations have been received for this community.
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Assessment

6.  The electorate of Welshpool has increased from an estimated 4,000 in 1980 to 
4,832 in 2005 and looks set to continue to increase.  The Unitary Development Plan 
estimates that on allocated sites 266 dwellings would be an appropriate level of 
growth for Welshpool within the plan period.  Some of this development, 
representing some 86 dwellings, is already completed and occupied.  There are also 
further opportunities for infill development.  In the small  village of Pool Quay, there 
are only opportunities for some infill development and affordable housing 
development adjacent to the settlement development  boundaries.  There are also 
opportunities for affordable housing development in the rural settlements of Belan 
and Groespluan in accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, and, in this case, very 
limited opportunities for dwellings in the open countryside in accordance with Policy 
HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  
We note that this community's electorate will probably increase to just under 5,200, 
suggesting a continued entitlement in accordance with Table 5 – Councillor 
Allocation and Powys’s Towns to sixteen councillors.

7.  We have given consideration as to whether there are area anomalies affecting 
this community.  Clearly, the settlement limits of the town will not spill over the 
community boundary, there being an appropriate rural belt surrounding the town.  
Arguably, there are two anomalies in the current arrangement.  The first is the area 
around and including the small village of Pool Quay.  Being far too small to form a 
community in its own right, it would appear that it holds no greater affinity with the 
other adjoining communities of Guilsfield and Llandrinio than it holds with the 
community of Welshpool.  It  seems appropriate, therefore, for Pool Quay to remain a 
part of Welshpool community.  The second  anomaly arises from the Unitary 
Development Plan; the Buttington Cross Enterprise Park is allocated under the 
Welshpool area centre in the Plan for general  employment use.  This site, located in 
Trewern community, will be for commercial use only and lies to the east of the river 
Severn, which we consider to be the natural eastern boundary of the community of 
Welshpool.  It seems inappropriate,  therefore, to adjust the community boundary to 
take in this site.

8.  Schedule 11(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 requires us, in fixing the 
number of community councillors to be elected for each ward, to have regard to any 
change in the number or distribution of the local government electors of the 
community which is likely to take place.  The Unitary Development Plan allocates 
eleven sites for housing development in the town, and some of these sites have now 
been developed, adding new electors to the ward electorate figures.  The present 
(2005) ward electorates and councillor entitlements are as follows:

Castle Gungrog Llanerchyddol
Electorate 1108 1939 1785
Percentage of 
total electorate

23 40 37

Councillor 
entitlement

3.68 6.40 5.92
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It is our estimate that just over 100 houses remain to be built in the Gungrog ward in 
the Plan period; about 60 in the Llanerchyddol ward and about 15 in the Castle 
Ward.  While such developments will have a further impact on the balance of 
councillor entitlement between the three wards, that will not in itself be significant, 
and we note the physical and other constraints that may well inhibit some of that 
development in the short term.  On balance, therefore, we do not consider it 
appropriate to propose adjustments of councillor entitlements between the three 
wards at this time.

Draft Proposals

9.  That no changes should be made to  this community.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Castle 1108 4 277
Gungrog 1939 6 323
Llanerchyddol 1785 6 298

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

10.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

11.  That no changes should be made to this community.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Castle 1108 4 277
Gungrog 1939 6 323
Llanerchyddol 1785 6 298


