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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. M47 - TREWERN

Introduction

1.  The present community of Trewern lies in the north-eastern corner of 
Montgomeryshire; its extent is defined by political and natural boundaries: the 
England / Wales border in the east,  the river Severn in the west and the high ground 
between Moel-y-golfa and the Breidden to the north.  Only its southern boundary at 
the Cwm Dingle is somewhat less-well defined, a point to which we shall return.  
While this community has a topographical integrity and a degree of social cohesion, 
it is very much a creation of the 1986 Review, a further point to which we shall 
return.  Most habitation is concentrated along the corridor of the A458(T) and lies 
well and truly within the Shrewsbury commuting area.  There are three main 
settlements along the course of this road, each one within a short distance of the 
next.  From south to north these comprise the group of dwellings around Buttington 
church and the Buttington Cross Enterprise Park (included under the area centre of 
Welshpool in the Unitary Development Plan), the key settlement of Trewern and the 
large village of Middletown: the latter two having a good range of community 
services and facilities.   Away from the A458(T), the population lives in scattered 
farms and dwellings and in the rural settlements of Cefn (Buttington) and Hope.

2.  The community has a population of 1,167, an electorate of 977 (2005) and a 
council of 10 members.  The community is warded: Buttington with 686 electors and 
seven councillors; Middletown with 291 and three.  The precept required for 2005 is 
£7,524.96, representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £13.14.

3.  This community is very much a creation of the 1986 Review and the 
dismemberment of the former community of Welshpool that took place at that time.  
The Buttington, Trewern and Hope areas of Welshpool and the Mulsop Farm - 
Rhosgoch - Lord's Buildings area of the former community of Trelystan were 
combined with the former community of Middletown to create a new community of 
Trewern.  The Local Boundary Commission for Wales recognised the desirability for 
the two parts of this1 community to be separately represented on the community 
council, and the new community was therefore warded, with the Buttington ward 
having an allocation of seven councillors and the Middletown ward three.

4.  The southern boundary of the community was defined as the Cwm Dingle, 
thereby including the Hope area within the new community.  This led to 
representations at the time that this area would be more appropriately included in 
the community of Forden, but these were not pursued in the 1986 Review.  This 
matter was revisited in the 2000 Review, when Powys County Council considered 
representations to create a separate and new community of Leighton, adding the 
Hope area to the proposed new community.  At that time, we found strong local 
feeling against any such transfer of the Hope area out of the community of Trewern, 
and, in the absence of any local support for such a proposal so recently, we do not 
intend to re-open this matter in the current review.
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Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

5.  A letter has been received from Trewern Community Council, stating that “the 
council and residents are happy with the boundaries and make up of the community 
council areas as it stands currently”.

Assessment

6.  The electorate of Trewern has increased from 730 in 1980 to 977 in 2005, but 
this increase will now tail off.  The Unitary Development Plan allocates land for 39 
dwellings in the key settlement of Trewern.  However, these sites are now largely 
developed and have already had their impact on the electorate.  The Plan also 
allocates land for 32 dwellings at four sites in the large village of Middletown, but we 
note that these sites are also partially developed, leaving further scope for the 
addition of 20-30 new dwellings.   Further development in both settlements will be 
limited to infill development and opportunities for affordable housing development 
adjacent to the settlement development boundaries.  There are also opportunities 
for affordable housing development in the rural settlements of Cefn (Buttington) and 
Hope in accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited number of dwellings in 
the open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions 
in accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We note that this community's electorate 
will therefore probably increase modestly to just over 1,000, suggesting an 
entitlement in accordance with Table 7 - Guide to Allocation of Councillors to 
Community Councils above to eleven councillors.  However, this is a matter to which 
we shall return.

7.  We have noted that an anomaly arises from the Unitary Development Plan; the 
cluster of houses located around Buttington Church and the Buttington Cross 
Enterprise Park is allocated under the Welshpool area  centre in the Plan.  This site, 
located in Trewern community, will experience little if any development other than for 
commercial use and it lies to the east of the river Severn, which we consider to be 
the natural western boundary of the community of Trewern.   In our view, it would not 
be appropriate, therefore, to adjust the community boundary to transfer this area to 
the community of Welshpool.

8.  We proceed to give consideration to the warding arrangement in this community.  
We consider that the warding arrangement continues to serve this community well 
and meets the criteria in the 1972 Act that (a) the number or distribution of the local 
government electors for the community is such as to make a single election of 
community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that 
areas of the community should be separately represented on the community council.  
We consider that this is particularly desirable in this community with its key 
settlement of Trewern in the Buttington ward and large village of Middletown in the 
ward of the same name, each served by a good range of community services and 
facilities.  The ward boundary follows the course of the Pwll Bychan stream and The 
Dingle: a natural boundary that represents a very appropriate parting of local 
attachments.
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9.  We have suggested above how the electorate of this community may shortly 
surpass 1,000, leading - albeit only just - to an entitlement to eleven councillors.  
Schedule 11(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 requires us, in fixing the number 
of community councillors to be elected for each ward, to have regard to any change 
in the number or distribution of the local government electors of the community 
which is likely to take place.  The current allocation of councillors between wards 
continues to reflect the distribution of the local government electors in the 
community: Buttington with 686 electors has seven councillors and Middletown with 
291 has three.  In this case, unlike so many others, we find a fine balance that 
should not be tampered with readily.  If we assume that the electorate of Trewern 
increases modestly to about 700 and that of Middletown increases at a faster pace 
to 330, it would seem logical to allocate the extra councillor to the Middletown ward.  
However, that fine balance would then be lost, and Middletown would be over-
represented on the council.  It is for these reasons that we consider that, at this time, 
it is inappropriate to make any changes to this council.

Draft Proposals

10.  That no changes should be made to this community.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Buttington 686 7 98
Middletown 291 3 97

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

11.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

12.  That no changes should be made to this community.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Buttington 686 7 98
Middletown 291 3 97


