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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. M45 - TREFEGLWYS

Introduction

1.  The community of Trefeglwys in western Montgomeryshire falls into two distinct 
parts.  The eastern and main part of the community lies in the valley of the river 
Trannon - a tributary of the river Severn - which at Trefeglwys, with its main tributary 
the afon Cerist, forms a broad, highly farmed vale.  To the west, beyond Llawryglyn 
and the watershed at Y Gamallt and Waen y Gittin, lies the small settlement of 
Staylittle / Penfforddlas at the centre of one of the most remote areas in 
Montgomeryshire.  This area is heavily forested and intersected by the streams that 
feed the Clywedog Reservoir.  The two halves of this community are connected only 
by narrow, unclassified county roads with steep gradients.  The main settlement in 
this community is the key settlement of Trefeglwys, which benefits from a good 
range of community services and facilities and the capacity to accommodate 
additional development.  A new primary school and community centre have recently 
been built in the village.    Llawryglyn has been defined as a small village with limited 
community services and facilities.  The remainder of the population lives in scattered 
farms and dwellings and in the rural settlements of Llwynygog and Staylittle.

2.  The community has a population of 868, an electorate of 699 (2005) and a 
council of 10 members.  The community is warded: Llawryglyn with 250 electors and 
four councillors; Trefeglwys with 449 and six.  The precept required for 2005 is 
£2,500, representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £6.17.

3.  This historical community was only slightly altered by the 1986 Review, with a 
number of transfers to it of small areas from neighbouring communities.  These 
included the area around Fuches in the south-east of the then community of 
Penegoes, the area around Bron y nant and Ystradfaelog in the west of the then 
community of Llanwnog and an area to the north of the Clywedog Reservoir and at 
Llyn Ebyr from the then community of Llanidloes Without.  (In the Decision Letter of 
the Secretary of State for Wales dated 21 October 1985, an additional transfer of 
two properties known as Cefn Gwyn and Sentry from the proposed Caersws 
community was also made following representations.)  The Local Government 
Boundary Commission for Wales proposed a council of ten members, warded as 
follows: Llawryglyn - 4 councillors and Trefeglwys - 6 councillors.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4.  A submission form has been received from Trefeglwys Community Council, 
proposing no changes in this community.

Assessment
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5.  We have given consideration as to whether there are area anomalies affecting 
this community, especially with regard to the area in the west around and including 
the rural settlements of Staylittle and Llwynygog.  This area has always been part of 
the historical community of Trefeglwys, although its main highway artery is the 
B4518 Llanidloes to Machynlleth county road.  We have already noted  that it is only 
linked to the remainder of this community by narrow, unclassified county roads with 
steep gradients.  Nevertheless, being far too small to form a community in its own 
right (the area has 139 electors (2005)), it would appear that the area holds no 
greater affinity with the other adjoining communities of Cadfarch, Llanbrynmair or 
Llanidloes Without than it holds with the community of Trefeglwys.  It seems 
appropriate, therefore, for the Staylittle area to remain a part of Trefeglwys 
community.

6.  The electorate of Trefeglwys has increased from 550 in 1980 to 699 in 2005, and 
this increase will continue.  The Unitary Development Plan allocates two sites in the 
key settlement of Trefeglwys for 85 dwellings.  However, there are no allocated sites 
in the small village of Llawryglyn.  Further development will be limited to infill 
development and opportunities for affordable housing development adjacent to the 
settlement development boundaries at both settlements.  There are also 
opportunities for affordable housing development in the rural settlements of 
Llwynygog and Staylittle in accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited 
number of dwellings in the open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the 
Plan, and for conversions in accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.   We note that 
this community's electorate could therefore rise to about 850, suggesting a 
continued entitlement in accordance with Table 7 – Guide to Allocation of 
Councillors to Community Councils to ten councillors.

7.  We proceed to give consideration to the warding arrangement in this community.  
We consider that the warding arrangement continues to serve this community well 
and meets the criteria in the 1972 Act that (a) the number or distribution of the local 
government electors for the community is such as to make a single election of 
community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that 
areas of the community should be separately represented on the community council.  
We consider that this is desirable in this community; the western half of the 
community is well-focused on Llawryglyn and Staylitte, the latter with its own 
community centre.  We have considered whether  it would be appropriate to divide 
this community into three wards: Staylittle, Llawryglyn and Trefeglwys.  However, we 
note that the electorate of the existing Llawryglyn ward is only 250 with no likelihood 
of a marked increase, and the partitioning of this ward would lead to ward 
electorates for which elections could become meritless.  The ward boundary cuts 
across the community, largely following minor roads and field boundaries, but it still 
represents a very appropriate parting of local attachments.

8.  Schedule 11(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 requires us, in fixing the 
number of community councillors to be elected for each ward, to have regard to any 
change in the number or distribution of the local government electors of the 
community which is likely to take place.  The growth of the electorate of the 
Trefeglwys ward has already had its effect on the allocation of councillors between 
the two wards.  Based upon the present electorate, the entitlement is: Llawryglyn - 
3.58 and Trefeglwys - 6.42.  However, if the electorate of the Trefeglwys ward rises 
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to its anticipated 600, this entitlement would shift to Llawryglyn - 2.94 and Trefegwlys 
- 7.06.  The case for altering the allocation from the present 4 : 6 to 3 : 7 is therefore 
finely balanced.  We recognise that  the Llawryglyn ward is an extensive rural area 
where representation is required to meet the challenges of population sparsity.  
Furthermore, we appreciate that the development that will take the electorate of the 
Trefeglwys ward to some 600 has yet to take place.  However, on balance we 
consider that this Review offers an opportunity to adjust the allocation to reflect a 
change in the distribution of electors that is likely to take place within the Unitary 
Development Plan period.

Draft Proposals

9.  That there should be a Community of Trefeglwys comprising the present 
community of that name;

The community should continue to have a council of 10 members;

The community should be warded as at present.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Llawryglyn 250 3 83
Trefeglwys 449 7 64

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

10.  A letter has been received from Trefeglwys Community Council objecting to the 
Draft Proposals.  The community council concedes: “It is true that the electorate in 
Trefeglwys [ward] will increase, but as there will be no decrease in Llawryglyn [ward], 
it would seem more reasonable to increase the overall number of community 
councillors”.  The council requests that the existing balance in the allocation of 
councillors between the wards be retained.  “The Llawryglyn was is an extensive 
rural area, linked by unclassified roads with steep gradients.  [There will be] the 
provision of affordable housing.  It is therefore difficult to see in what way a reduction 
in the number of councillors [for that ward] would contribute  to effective and 
convenient local government.”

Assessment

11.  In our Draft Proposals, we accepted that the case for altering the allocation of 
councillors from the present 4 : 6 to 3 : 7 is finely balanced.  We recognised  that the 
Llawryglyn ward will always have population sparsity and that much of the 
development in the Trefeglwys ward was still to take place.  On this point, therefore, 
we defer to the views of Trefeglwys Community Council.  However, we believe that it 
would not be appropriate to increase the overall number of councillors on this 
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council.  With 699 electors at present, this community is more properly entitled in 
accordance to our Table 7 – Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community 
Councils to a council of nine members.  However, we have erred towards 
‘generosity’ in this case, being mindful of development that will probably raise the 
electorate to 850, albeit over a long term.

Final Proposals

12.  That there should be a Community of Trefeglwys comprising the present 
community of that name;

The community should continue to have a council of 10 members;

The community should be warded as at present.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Llawryglyn 250 4 63
Trefeglwys 449 6 75


