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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. M44 - PEN-Y-BONT-FAWR

Introduction

1.  The present community of Pen-y-bont-fawr is located in northern 
Montgomeryshire and comprises a length of the upper Tanad valley together 
with the valleys of its tributaries, the Hirnant and Brithyll.  The B4396 passes 
through this community as an important local link to Llanwddyn and Lake 
Vyrnwy; the B4391 commences in this community as a more important tourist 
route to North Wales.  Penybontfawr is defined as a large village in the Powys 
Unitary Development Plan with its good range of community services and 
facilities.  Hirnant is defined as a rural settlement in the Plan.

2.  The community has a population of 361, an electorate of 358 (2005) and a 
council of seven members.  The community is warded: Hirnant with 77 
electors and two councillors; Pennant with 281 and five.  The precept required 
for 2005 is £3,500, representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £15.70.

3.  In the 1986 Review the Local Government Boundary Commission for 
Wales proposed a merger of the then  small communities of Pennant and 
Hirnant with the Cwm Nantfyllon and Penygarnedd area of the then 
community of Llanrhaeadr ym Mochnant in the former district of 
Montgomeryshire to form the new community of Pen-y-bont-fawr.  The 
Commission also found it appropriate to make further significant adjustments 
to the boundaries of this and neighbouring communities in northern 
Montgomeryshire.  The Commission clearly considered that the then 
community boundaries did not demark natural communities.  Thus the 
Commission proposed the transfer of that area at Glasgwm from the then 
community of Hirnant to the proposed community of Llanwddyn, and the 
transfer of that area to the south of and including the whole of the rural 
settlement of Cefn Coch from the then community of Pennant to the proposed 
community of Llanrhaeadr ym Mochnant.  Meanwhile, the Commission 
proposed the transfer of the area from Glan Hafon to Garn Uchaf and 
Bryndreiniog to the proposed community of Pen-y-bont-fawr from Llanrhaeadr 
ym Mochnant in the district of Montgomeryshire.  The Commission's final 
proposals were for a community of Pen-y-bont-fawr to comprise three wards: 
Hirnant, Pennant and Penygarnedd.  

4.  These final proposals met with considerable local opposition, especially in 
the Cwm Nantfyllon and Penygarnedd area.  Therefore, the matter was 
considered further in the Decision Letter of the Secretary of State for Wales, 
dated 21 October 1985, when it was decided, further to the representations of 
the then Montgomery District Council, that Penygarnedd village and a small 
surrounding area should remain part of the new community of Llanrhaeadr ym 
Mochnant in the district of Montgomeryshire, and that, "to meet the wishes of 
the residents", the Cwm Nantyfyllon area should be included in the new 
community of Llanfyllin.  The Secretary of State therefore sanctioned a 
community council of seven members in a warded community: Hirnant with 65 
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electors and two councillors and Pennant with 170 electors and five 
councillors.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft 
Proposals

5.  A submission form has been received from Pen-y-bont-fawr Community 
Council, proposing no changes in this community.

Assessment

6.  The electorate of Pen-y-bont-fawr has increased from 235 in 1979 to 358 
in 2005.  The Powys Unitary Development Plan allocates one site for 23 
dwellings in the large village of Pen-y-bont-fawr.  However, these dwellings 
have already been built and have had their effect upon the electorate.  There 
may be further opportunities for infill development and opportunities for 
affordable housing development adjacent to the settlement development 
boundaries.   There are also opportunities for affordable housing 
development in the rural settlement of Hirnant in accordance with Policy HP9 
of the Plan, for a limited number of dwellings in the open countryside in 
accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in accordance 
with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We note  that this community's electorate will 
remain stable, therefore, at about 360 electors, suggesting a continued 
entitlement in accordance with Table 7 - Guide to Allocation of Councillors to 
Community Councils to seven councillors.

7.  We have given careful consideration to the question of whether this 
community should continue to be divided into wards.  We are required to 
apply the criteria in Schedule 11 of the 1972 Act in our consideration of this 
matter, and these are that (a) the number or distribution of the local 
government electors for the community is such as to make a single election of 
community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable 
that areas of the community should be separately represented on the 
community council.  We do not consider that the number or  distribution of the 
local government electors for this small community is such as to make a 
single election of community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; 
indeed, all electors in the community currently vote at the same polling station 
which is Canolfan Pennant, Penybontfawr.  We have noted that the electorate 
of the existing Hirnant ward is very small at 77 electors, which in itself 
suggests that separate ward elections would be meritless in this case.  
Furthermore, this is a rural community which looks primarily to the large 
village of Penybontfawr, to which its roads naturally lead and where all its 
initial community services are located.
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Draft Proposals

8.  That there should be a community of Pen-y-bont-fawr comprising the 
present community of that name;

The community should have a council of 7 members;

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

358 7 51

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

9.  A form of submissions letter has been received from Penybontfawr 
Community Council.   The council indicates that it does not support our Draft 
Proposals to remove the warding arrangement because “it is important to 
have representation from Hirnant on [the] council”.

Assessment

10.  We outlined our reasons for removing the warding arrangement from this 
community in paragraph 7 above, and in summary they were that the 
community currently all votes together; the holding of a separate ward 
election for the 77 electors of the Hirnant  ward would not represent effective 
and convenient local government and a sensible use of public money, and the 
focus of the community is the large village of Penybontfawr.  We consider that 
these arguments still stand.   As with many community councils in the County, 
the present council seeks the recruitment of councillors from the several 
areas of its community where no other physical or social differences exist 
within the community.  The legislation and Powys County Council recognise 
that a warding arrangement comes with a concomitant cost to the public 
purse, and it should only be applied to those communities which are divided 
by clear physical and social differences: one community but comprising 
different parts.

Final Proposals

11.  That there should be a community of Pen-y-bont-fawr comprising the 
present community of that name;

The community should have a council of 7 members;

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

358 7 51


