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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. M40 - MEIFOD

Introduction

1.  The present community of Meifod is geographically one of the largest in the 
eastern border country of Powys.  It is also one of the most historic, claiming, at 
Mathrafal, the seat of the ancient kings and princes of Powys.  The community 
comprises the fertile valley of the river Efyrnwy - the Dyffryn Meifod - together with 
rolling hills to the northwest and southeast of that valley.  The large village of Meifod 
is central to the community; it has a good range of services and facilities, and 
communications lead naturally to it.  The remainder of the population lives in 
scattered farms and dwellings and in the small village of Bwlch-y-Cibau and the rural 
settlements of Geuffordd, Maesgwyn, Nantymeichiaid,  Pentrebeirdd, Rock-Cil and 
Trefnannau. 

2.  The community has a population of 1,323, an electorate of 1,044 (2005) and a 
council of 11 members.  The precept required for 2005 is £4,000, representing a 
Council Tax Band D equivalent of £6.41.

3.  This community was affected by extensive area changes in the 1986 Review.  In 
the main, these comprised the transfer to the new community of Meifod of the area 
around Bwlch-y-Cibau, including Brynderwen and Bryngwyn, from the community of 
Llanfechain; of about half the former community of Guilsfield Without, from Clawdd-
llesg to Broniarth Hill, Pentrebeirdd and Geuffordd, and the salient at Plas Bach from 
the community of Llansantffraid.   In turn, there were transfers from the community of 
Meifod: the area to the west of Pontrobert was transferred to Llangyniew community, 
and the area at Trefnannau Bank including part of the village of Sarnau was 
transferred to the Arddleen ward of Llandrinio community.  Much of the report and 
proposals of the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales addressed the 
strong feelings that these area changes generated at that time.  However, we 
consider that these arrangements, based at the time on considerable research into 
the community affinity of residents of  the affected areas, have stood the test of time.  
The Commission therefore made its final recommendations for a community council 
of eleven members in an un-warded community.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4.  A submission form has been received from Meifod Community Council, 
proposing no changes in this community.

Assessment
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5.  The electorate of Meifod has increased from an estimated 830 in 1980 to 1,044 
in 2005.  In the large village of Meifod, two sites have been allocated for the 
development of 14 dwellings in the Unitary Development Plan; four of these 
dwellings have already been built and have had their effect upon the electorate.  
There will also be opportunities for affordable housing development adjacent to the 
settlement development boundaries.  In the small village of Bwlch-y-Cibau, on the 
other hand, the absence of mains sewerage facilities, together with the existing 
small scale of the village and the sensitivity of its conservation area, mean that only 
a modest amount of growth will be considered acceptable.  There are also 
opportunities for affordable housing development in the four rural settlements in this 
community in accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited number of 
dwellings in the open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for 
conversions in accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.   We note that this 
community's electorate may therefore increase to about 1,060, suggesting a 
continued entitlement in accordance with Table 7 - Guide to Allocation of Councillors 
to Community Councils to eleven councillors.

Draft Proposals

6.  That no changes should be made to  this community.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

1044 11 95

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

7.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

8.  That no changes should be made to  this community.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

1044 11 95


