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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. M37 - LLANWDDYN

Introduction

1.  The present community of Llanwddyn lies in northern Montgomeryshire in a 
landscape that has been shaped largely by the hand of man.  Liverpool 
Corporation's building of the Vyrnwy Dam from 1881 and the subsequent flooding of 
the valley of the upper Efyrnwy to create Lake Vyrnwy – Llyn Llanwddyn, together 
with the huge road-building, afforestation and landscaping works, which included the 
relocation of an entire village, were a marvel of their age, and continue to be an 
important tourist attraction.  The new settlement created by Liverpool Corporation in 
the 1880s is now designated as the large village of Abertridwr in the Powys Unitary 
Development Plan, while the concurrent grouping of estate buildings and cottages at 
the Vyrnwy Dam is now designated as the small village of Llanwddyn.  Ddol-Cownwy 
is classified as a rural settlement in the Plan.  Much of this community's area is 
taken up by extensive forest and high moorland.

2.  The community has a population of 310, an electorate of 202 (2005) and a 
council of 7 members.  The precept required for 2005 is £3,150, representing a 
Council Tax Band D equivalent of £28.43.

3.  In the 1986 Review the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales 
found it appropriate to make significant adjustments to the boundaries of the 
communities of northern Montgomeryshire.  The Commission clearly considered that 
the then community boundaries did not demark natural communities; for example, 
the then community of Llangynog extended over the watershed at Trum y Fawnog to 
a mid-point on Lake Vyrnwy.  The Commission therefore redrew the boundary of 
Llanwddyn, transferring to the new community that area at Pen y ffridd Gownwy and 
Moel Achles from the proposed community of Banwy, that area to the south of Trum 
y Fawnog from the community of Llangynog, that area at Glasgwm from the 
proposed community of Pen-y-bont-fawr and that area at Rhialgwm from the then 
community of Llanrhaeadr ym Mochnant (in the district of Montgomeryshire).  The 
Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales made its final 
recommendations for a community council of seven members in an un-warded 
community.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4.  No representations have been received for this community.

Assessment
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5.  The electorate of Llanwddyn has declined from 300 in 1979 to 202 in 2005 (the 
former figure may have been an estimate, based on the extensive area adjustments 
that affected this community in the 1986  Review).  The Powys Unitary Development 
Plan allocates two sites for 15 dwellings in the large village of Abertridwr, but there 
are no allocations in the small village of Llanwddyn.  There may be further 
opportunities for infill development and opportunities for affordable housing 
development adjacent to the settlement development  boundaries.   There are also 
opportunities for affordable housing development in the rural settlement of Ddol-
Cownwy in accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited number of dwellings 
in the open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for 
conversions in accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We note that this 
community's electorate may recover slightly, therefore, to about 220 electors.  Even 
so, this will remain a very small community.  In our practice and policy statement, we 
have expressed our anxiety that our community councils should be viable to provide 
both effective and convenient local government.  It is to be doubted if this will be 
achieved in this case.  However, the community covers a very extensive area, and 
we feel assured that the existing arrangements accord with the wishes of the 
inhabitants of this community, and here it can be argued that this at least represents 
convenient local government.  Our Table 7 - Guide to Allocation of Councillors to 
Community Councils suggests a continued entitlement to our working minimum of 
seven councillors on this council.

Draft Proposals

6.  That no changes should be made to  this community.

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

202 7 29

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

7.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

8.  That no changes should be made to  this community.

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

202 7 29


