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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. M33 - LLANRHAEADR-YM-MOCHANT (in the former District of 
Glyndwr)

Community No. M34 - LLANRHAEADR-YM-MOCHANT (in the former District of 
Montgomeryshire)

Introduction

1.  The "natural community of Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant" (as it was described by 
the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales in its 1986 Review) was 
divided into two parishes then communities by a county boundary - the result of the 
accidents and fates of history - from 1542 to 1996.  The northeastern parish then 
community of Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant lay in the county of Denbigh and its 
successor authorities, the district of Glyndwr and the county of Clwyd.  The 
southwestern parish then community of Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant lay in the county 
of Montgomery and its successor authorities, the district of Montgomeryshire and the 
county of Powys.  In the 1986 Review, and following a public Local Inquiry held on 
21 September 1978 at Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant, the Commission stated that "the 
village of Llanraheadr-ym-Mochnant is a split settlement, which in everybody's 
interests should be united for local government administrative purposes; there is 
general acceptance of this by local inhabitants".  This was the final proposal of the 
1986 Review, together with a consequential proposal that the district and county 
boundary be amended to include the new community in the then district of 
Montgomery and the then county of Powys.

2.  This matter was then considered further in the Decision Letter of the Secretary of 
State for Wales regarding the Special Community Review of the District of Glyndwr 
and dated 11 May 1981, which rejected the final and consequential proposals of the 
Commission.  In this decision letter and the decision letter of 21 October 1985, the 
Secretary of State for Wales perpetuated further the two communities: Llanrhaeadr-
ym-Mochnant in the district of Glyndwr was to have a council of ten members in an 
unwarded community, while Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant in the district of 
Montgomeryshire was to have a council of eight members in an unwarded 
community.

3.  Area changes to both communities were also made in the 1985 and 1986 
Reviews.  In the 1985 Review, changes were made to the then community of 
Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant in the district of Glyndwr by transferring from that 
community an extensive area at Aran, Tyn-y-graig, Banhadla, Garth-eryr, Henblas 
and Bwlchyddar to the new community of Llangedwyn, but merging into the 
community the former small community of Llanarmon Mynydd Mawr.  In the 1986 
Review, the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales found it appropriate 
to make significant adjustments to the boundaries of the communities of northern 
Montgomeryshire.  The Commission clearly considered that the then community 
boundaries did not demark natural communities; for example, the then community of 
Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochant in the district of Montgomeryshire extended nearly into the 
settlements of Llangynog and Penybontfawr.  The Commission  therefore redrew the 
south-western boundary of Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant, transferring that area to the 
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south of Y Clogydd and Glan Hafon to the new communities of Pen-y-bont-fawr and 
Llangynog, and bringing into Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant in the district of 
Montgomeryshire that area to the south of and including the whole of the rural 
settlement of Cefn Coch.  It had been the Commission's final proposal that the area 
of the former community of Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant in the district of 
Montgomeryshire at Penygarnedd and Cwm Nantyfyllon should be transferred to the 
new community of Pen-y-bont-fawr.  There was opposition to this proposal, and in 
the decision letter of 21 October 1985, the  Secretary of State for Wales resolved this 
matter by transferring Cwm Nantyfyllon to the community of Llanfyllin and leaving 
Penygarnedd in the community of Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant in the district of 
Montgomeryshire.

4.  Following the Local Government (Wales) Act 1994, in 1996 the two communities 
fell into the new unitary county of Powys.  (Recently, too, the Boundary Commission 
for Wales has recommended that Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochant (in the former district of 
Glyndwr), together with Llangedwyn and Llansilin, should be transferred to the 
County Constituency of Montgomeryshire for the purposes of parliamentary and 
assembly elections, and the Statutory Instrument giving effect to this 
recommendation is pending.)

5.  Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochant (in the former district of Glyndwr) has a population of 
748, an electorate of 605 (2005) and a council of 10 members.  The precept 
required for 2005 is £3,000, representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £9.38.  
Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochant (in the former district of Montgomeryshire) has a 
population of 475, an electorate of 378 (2005) and a council of 8 members.  The 
precept required for 2005 is £2,000, representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent 
of £9.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

6.  A form of submissions has been received from Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant (in the 
former district of Montgomeryshire) proposing no changes for this community.

Assessment

7.  We consider that the arguments for a single community in this case are 
incontrovertible and have long been shown to be so.

8.  The combined electorate of the two existing communities would be 983 (2005).  
The Unitary Development Plan estimates that 20 dwellings would be an appropriate 
level of growth for the large village of Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant within the plan 
period, and there will also be opportunities for affordable housing development in the 
rural settlements of Cefn Coch, Efail 

Rhyd, Pedair-ffordd, Penygarnedd and Rhosybrithdir that lie within this community in 
accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited number of dwellings in the 
open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in 
accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  It is therefore considered likely that the 
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electorate of the combined community will shortly exceed 1,000, suggesting that it 
would meet - albeit only just - an entitlement in accordance with Table 7 - Guide to 
Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils to eleven councillors.

9.  We have given consideration as to whether the proposed new community should 
be divided into wards.  We are satisfied that the  number or distribution of the local 
government electors for the community is not such as to make a single election of 
community councillors impracticable or inconvenient.  Indeed, all electors currently 
vote together in the village, albeit - to avoid confusion - in different buildings.  
Likewise, we do not consider it desirable that any area or areas of this homogenous 
community should be separately represented on the community council.  The 
community is a well-integrated whole, looking to the centrally-located large village of 
Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant which retains a good range of shops and other services.

Draft Proposals

10.  We propose that there should be a single Community of Llanrhaeadr-ym-
Mochnant comprising the two present communities of that name and that the 
community should have a council of eleven members and that the community should 
not be warded.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

983 11 89

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

11.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

12.  We propose that there should be a single Community of Llanrhaeadr-ym-
Mochnant comprising the two present communities of that name and that the 
community should have a council of eleven members and that the community should 
not be warded.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

983 11 89


