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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. M18 - LLANDINAM

Introduction

1.  The community of Llandinam lies in southern Montgomeryshire.  The north of the 
community lies in the narrowing valley of the river Severn; the southern half of the 
community is defined by the valleys of the nant Feinion and its many small 
tributaries.  The community is hemmed in on the east by the high range of moorland 
at Moeliarth, Waun Lluestowain and Waun Ddubarthog, covered with the wind 
turbines of the Llandinam Windfarm and not traversed by any county roads.  To the 
west, towards Llanidloes, the landscape is more open with a network of unclassified 
county roads crossing the hill country.  The A492 runs close to the river Severn in 
the northwestern part of the community.  The main settlement in this community is 
the key settlement of Llandinam which has a good level of community services and 
facilities, and the capacity to accommodate additional growth.  The remainder of the 
population lives in scattered farms and dwellings and in the rural settlements of 
Broneirion, Newchapel, Oakley Park and Llidiartywaun.

2.  The community has a population of 942, an electorate of 763 (2005) and a 
council of 10 members.  The community is warded: Llandinam with 604 electors and 
eight councillors; Llidiartywaen with 159 and three.  The precept required for 2005 is 
£10,657.92, representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £25.16.

3.  This community was only slightly altered by the 1986 Review.  The Local 
Government Boundary Commission for Wales considered that it would be in the 
interests of effective and convenient local government to transfer a large area to the 
north of the then Llandinam community, comprising Dolhafren, Maesmawr and 
Carnedd, which looked to the village of Caersws for the provision of its services, to 
the new Caersws community.  A small salient to the west of Dolwen was also 
transferred to the new Llanidloes Without community.  The Commission proposed a 
council of ten members, warded as follows: Llandinam - 8 councillors and 
Llidiartywaen - 2 councillors.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4.  A submission form has been received from Llandinam Community Council, 
proposing no changes in this community.

Assessment

5.  The electorate of Llandinam has increased from 650 in 1980 to 763 in 2005, and 
this increase may continue.  The Unitary Development Plan allocates two sites in the 
key settlement of Llandinam for 35 dwellings.  Further development will be limited to 
infill development and opportunities for affordable housing development adjacent to 
the settlement development boundaries.  There are also opportunities for affordable 
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housing development in the rural settlements of Broneirion, Newchapel, Oakley Park 
and Llidiartywaun in accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited number of 
dwellings in the open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for 
conversions in accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.   We note that this 
community's electorate could therefore rise to about 820, suggesting a continued 
entitlement in accordance with Table 7 - Guide to Allocation of Councillors to 
Community Councillors to ten councillors.

6.  We proceed to give consideration to the warding arrangement in this community.  
We consider that the warding arrangement continues to serve this community well 
and meets the criteria in the 1972 Act that (a) the number or distribution of the local 
government electors for the community is such as to make a single election of 
community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that 
areas of the community should be separately represented on the community council.  
We consider that this is desirable in this community; the southern half of the 
community is focused on Llidiartywaen, which has its own community centre and 
which is some four miles from the key settlement of Llandinam.  The ward boundary 
cuts across the community, largely following field boundaries, but still represents a 
very appropriate parting of local attachments.

7.  We also note that the current allocation of councillors between wards continues 
to reflect broadly both the current and projected distribution of the local government 
electors in the community.  (Schedule 11(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 
requires us, in fixing the number of community councillors to be elected for each 
ward, to have regard to any change in the number or distribution of the local 
government electors of the community which is likely to take place.)  We estimate 
that the growth in this community’s electorate will probably lead to a balance of 650 
electors (79.3% of the total electorate) in Llandinam ward and 170 (20.7%) in 
Llidiartywaen.  The table below well-illustrates that the allocation of councillors 
between wards is vindicable both now and for the future.

Draft Proposals

8.  That no changes should be made to  this community.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Llandinam 604 8 76

Llidiartywaen 159 2 78

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

9.  A very detailed letter has been received from Mochdre Community Council, 
containing a proposal to change the community boundary to take in a small area of 
the Community of Llandinam to its north-east.  “The reason for this proposed change 



Final Proposals – Montgomeryshire – Community M$rpk2iech.doc

is that the residents naturally gravitate toward Mochdre; indeed, a number attend 
Mochdre church.  The occupants of four dwellings have been approached and are in 
favour of the proposed change.”  The eight affected dwellings are: Glan Llyfnant, 
Werniog, Lower Werniog, Waen, Penrhiw, Penrhiw Cottage, Bryn Helig and Bryn 
Helig Barns (two).  Mochdre Community Council has consulted Llandinam 
Community Council in this matter; in an exchange of correspondence between the 
two councils, the latter community council is against the proposal although it has not 
given any reasons for its view.  

Assessment

10.  With regard to the proposed area change between the community of Mochdre 
and Llandinam, we note that the councils of each community have differing views in 
this matter.  The area in question lies to the east of the watershed or ridgeline 
running along Cefn-nith between the two communities and midway by road between 
the settlements of Llandinam, Stepaside and Mochdre.  We believe that in addition 
to the eight properties identified by Mochdre Community Council, there are a further 
two properties in this area: Lluest and Penrhiw Bungalow.  On initial consideration, 
we considered that there was some strength to the case made by Mochdre 
Community Council.  However, recognising that the two community councils differed 
in the matter, we wrote to the occupiers of the nine occupied  properties, inviting the 
comments of residents.  We have received responses from the following requesting 
that no change be made to the community boundaries at this location:

Michael and Judith Brennan, Werniog, Mochdre
Tracy Jones, Belan Barns Cottage, Llandinam
Colin Woosnam and Teresa Mathias, Forest, Llandinam

Meanwhile, the following have requested that changes be made to the community 
boundaries at this location:

Mrs J.D. Jones, Waen, Llandinam
Valerie Richards, Penrhiw Cottage, Little London, Llandinam
Angus and J.L Snow, Brynhelyg, Llandinam

The correspondents’ properties are intermixed across the area in question.  The 
results of our consultations have been inconclusive, and, as there is no clear 
consensus in this area and as the community councils themselves are in 
disagreement on this matter, we do not feel that it is appropriate to propose a 
boundary change at this location.

Final Proposals

11.  That no changes should be made to this community.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor
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Llandinam 604 8 76

Llidiartywaen 159 2 78


