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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. M12 - DWYRIW

Introduction

1.  The community of Dwyriw lies at the very heart of Montgomeryshire, where the 
two branches of the river Rhiw, the "dwy Riw", gather their waters from the several 
small tributary streams that come down from the high moorlands of Mynydd Clogau, 
Mynydd Cerrigllwydion, Y Glonc, Mynydd Dwyriw and Mynydd y Gribin.  The 
community is the product of the 1986 Review, which brought together the two former 
and very small communities of Llanllugan and Llanwyddelan into a new and viable 
community.  Settlement in this community was traditionally scattered across 
farmsteads and cottage holdings in accordance with the traditions of upland Wales.  
However, planning policies of recent decades have served to focus settlement on 
villages, which traditionally were alien to this part of Wales.  The large village of 
Adfa, although served by a network of small and unclassified roads, is important 
locally as a small service centre.  The small village of Cefn Coch, again served by a 
network of narrow and unclassified roads, is modest in scale and provides only a 
limited range of services to the local community.  Further groupings of settlement are 
also found in the rural settlements of Llanllugan, Llanwyddelan and Pantycrai.

2.  The community has a population of 467, an electorate of 442 (2005) and a 
council of 8 members.  The community is warded: Llanllugan with 206 electors and 
four councillors; Llanwyddelan with 236 and four.  The precept required for 2005 is 
£1,500, representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £6.65.

3.  Before the 1986 Review, this community comprised two small communities - 
Llanllugan and Llanwyddelan - each of which was considered too small to be viable.  
There were proposals for amalgamation in this area, with the proposal that initially 
found favour with the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales being a 
merger of Llanllugan and Llanwyddelan communities with the then Manafon 
community.  There was strong opposition to this proposal from Manafon Community 
Council, and, following a public Local Inquiry on 20 September 1978 at Tregynon, 
the Commission stated: "In view of the strength of public opinion, we recommend 
that… the remainder of the Community of Manafon… should remain as a separate 
community."  However, there was consensus for the merger of the remaining two 
communities into a new community of Dwyriw.  The Commission considered that a 
warding arrangement was appropriate for this new community, and its final 
proposals were for two wards: Llanllugan with 3 councillors and Llanwyddelan with 5 
councillors.  This matter was considered further, following representations, in the 
Decision Letter of the Secretary of State for Wales dated 21 October 1985, which 
altered the allocation of councillors to Llanllugan - 4 councillors and Llanwyddelan - 
4 councillors.

4.  The Commission proposed that a significant area of the former community of 
Manafon, comprising the farmsteads of Pendwyrhiew, Lawnt, Dwyrhiw, Ty mawr, Ty 
brith, Llwynrhyddod, Gwernydd and Bronffynnon, be transferred to the Llanwyddelan 
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ward of the new community of Dwyriw.  However, this proposal was modified 
following representations by the Decision Letter of the Secretary of State for Wales 
dated 21 October 1985, and only the northern part of this area, comprising the 
farmsteads of Pendwyrhiew and Lawnt, was eventually transferred to the Llanllugan 
ward of the new community.  A small area in the north of the former community of 
Llanllugan, surrounding the farmstead of Lluast, was transferred to the community of 
Llanfair Caereinion.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

5.  No representations have been received for this community.

Assessment

6.  In the past, the principal council has been in correspondence with the residents 
of Carreg-y-big, an upland farm which has its access to the Carno - Cefn Coch 
unclassified county road but which is located in Llanerfyl community.  These 
residents intimated that they were more closely associated with the community of 
Dwyriw and that the road network required them to undertake a lengthy journey 
through Cefn Coch to get to Llanerfyl.  We consider that this farm should be 
transferred from the community of Llanerfyl to the  community of Dwyriw.

7.  The electorate of Dwyriw has increased from 310 in 1980 to 442 in 2005, but this 
increase will now tail off.  The Unitary Development Plan only allocates land in the 
large village of Adfa for 38 dwellings.  While these sites are now largely developed, 
they have not yet had their full impact on the electorate, as we find that 17 dwellings 
are either undeveloped or unoccupied at this time.  Further development - here and 
in the small village of Cefn Coch - will be limited to infill development and 
opportunities for affordable housing development adjacent to the settlement 
development boundaries.  There are also opportunities for affordable housing 
development in the rural settlements of Llanllugan, Llanwyddelan and Pantycrai in 
accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited number of dwellings in the 
open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in 
accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.   We note that this community's electorate 
will therefore probably rise to about 470, suggesting a continued entitlement in 
accordance with Table 7 - Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community 
Councillors to eight councillors.

8.  We proceed to give consideration to the warding arrangement in this community.  
We consider that the warding arrangement continues to serve this community well 
and meets the criteria in the 1972 Act that (a) the number or distribution of the local 
government electors for the community is such as to make a single election of 
community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that 
areas of the community should be separately represented on the community council.  
We consider that this is particularly desirable in this community with its two villages, 
each served by their own range of community services and facilities.  The ward 
boundary follows the course of river Rhiw (south) and its tributary the Crygnant: a 
natural boundary that represents a very appropriate parting of local attachments.
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9.  Schedule 11(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 requires us, in fixing the 
number of community councillors to be elected for each ward, to have regard to any 
change in the number or distribution of the local government electors of the 
community which is likely to take place.  The growth of the large village of Adfa has 
served to increase the electorate of the Llanwyddelan ward.  It is our estimate that in 
the near future the electorates of each ward will be: Llanllugan - 210 and 
Llanwyddelan - 260.  To reflect the distribution of the local government electors in 
the community, the following allocation of councillors between wards would then 
apply: Llanllugan with 210 electors would have an entitlement to 3.6 councillors 
while Llanwyddelan with 260 would have an entitlement to 4.4.  While the balance in 
representation slightly favours the Llanllugan ward, we consider that this is 
vindicable, not least for the reasons given in the 1986 Review: "to achieve good 
parity of representation between the two wards".

Draft Proposals

10.  That there should be a community of Dwyriw comprising the present community 
of that name together with the farmstead of Carreg-y-big which it is proposed should 
be transferred from the community of Llanerfyl;

The community should have a council of 8 members;

The community should be warded as at present.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Llanllugan 206 4 52
Llanwyddelan 236 4 59

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

11.  A letter has been now been received from Alison, Gareth and Llyr Davies of 
Carreg-y-big, Llanerfyl, objecting to our Draft Proposals.  They are keen “to retain 
and respect the heritage and place in the locality” of their residence.  They cite many 
facets of the history of Carreg-y-big that illustrate its association with Llanerfyl.  They 
also emphasise that they are happy to remain as they are in Llanerfyl community.

Assessment

12.  As the residents are opposed to a proposed change that we initially considered 
might be to their benefit, we are content to remove the proposal to transfer the 
property of Carreg-y-big.
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Final Proposals

13.  That no changes be made to this Community. 

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Llanllugan 206 4 52

Llanwyddelan 236 4 59


