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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. B35 - YSTRADFELLTE

Introduction

1.  The present community of Ystradfellte is a geographically large community which 
lies to the south of the high watershed of the Bannau Brycheiniog, in a dramatic 
landscape shaped by the forces of water upon the limestone bedrock.   Settlement 
in this community follows the courses of the three main, southward-flowing rivers, 
the Nedd Fechan, the Mellte and the Hepste, which converge into the River Neath at 
Pontneddfechan at the most southerly point in the community.  A considerable 
swathe of this extensive community – perhaps representing some two thirds of its 
whole area - comprises uninhabited moorland and forestry, and settlement is 
concentrated in the lower valleys.  Ystradfellte, a 3rd tier settlement at the centre of 
the community, is an important centre for outdoor and adventure sports, but 
Pontneddfechan, a 2nd tier settlement, is the main residential centre of the 
community.  For electoral purposes, the community is divided into two polling 
districts: Ystradfellte with 113 electors who vote at the Church Hall, Ystradfellte, and 
Pontneddfechan with 352 electors who vote at the Village Hall, Pontneddfechan.  
However, the community is not warded, a point to which we shall return.

2.  The whole of this community lies within the Brecon Beacons National Park.

3.  The community has a population of 549, an electorate of 465 (2005) and a 
council of 9 members.  The precept required for 2005 is £6,300, representing a 
Council Tax Band D equivalent of £27.20.

4.  In the 1985 Review, there were proposals to merge the then community of 
Ystradfellte with that part of the then community of Cantref that lay in the upper 
Hepste valley, south of Carn Caniedydd.  These proposals received general support.  
The Commission therefore made its final recommendations for a community council 
of nine members in an un-warded community.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

5.  No representations have been received for this community.  However, a letter 
has been received from Tawe-Uchaf Community Council  in which they propose to 
transfer an area, particularly to include the properties of Tonyfildre, Cefnwaunynog 
and Nant-y-fedwen that look to the village of Coelbren for their services and schools, 
from the community of Ystradfellte.  Tawe Uchaf Community Council suggests that 
the new boundary with Ystradfellte community should be Nant Hir.

Assessment

6.  With regard to the request of Tawe-Uchaf Community, we note firstly that these 
three farms were the subject of dispute in the 1985 Review, when the Commission 
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took the strong views of residents as the basis for recommending no change here.  
Even so, we consider that there is some merit to the request of the Tawe-Uchaf 
Community Council; geography and the lie of local roads would tend to suggest that 
these three dwellings were more closely associated with Coelbren than with 
Pontneddfechan.  However, we consider that the more appropriate eastern 
boundary would be Nant y Moel.  This would leave a small cluster of dwellings in the 
valley of the Nant Hir unaffected by our proposals, as we consider that they are 
probably more closely associated with Ystradfellte community. 

7.  The electorate of Ystradfellte has declined slightly from  466 in 1979 to 465 in 
2005.  Further development in the National  Park Unitary Development Plan will be 
limited to nine dwellings at Pontneddfechan.  While additional dwellings may be 
provided for agriculture or forestry in accordance with policy ES12 of the Plan and by 
conversions, renovations, demolition and replacement and the enabling of affordable 
housing in accordance with policies ES24-30 of the Plan, we note that this 
community's electorate will probably only rise slightly to about 470 electors, 
suggesting an entitlement in accordance with Table 7 – Guide to Allocation of 
Councillors to Community Councils to eight councillors.  This would give this 
community a very adequate representation notwithstanding its extensive area; 
indeed the ratio of councillors to electors would be as 1 : 59.

8.  Although this community is divided into two polling districts for electoral purposes, 
it is not presently warded.  In Schedule 11(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, 
warding arrangements are considered to be appropriate where (a) the number or 
distribution of the local government electors for the community is such as to make a 
single election of community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; and (b) it is 
desirable that areas of the community should be separately represented on the 
community council.  We consider that both these criteria are met in this community, 
with its 2nd tier settlement of Pontneddfechan serving as a focus for residents in the 
south of the community, and the 3rd tier settlement of Ystradfellte serving as a focus 
for residents of the more dispersed habitation of the  rural remainder of the 
community.  An appropriate ward boundary would follow the rivers Nedd Fechan and 
Mellte, crossing the intervening ridge near to the farmstead of Hendre-ffydd: a part-
natural boundary that would represent a very appropriate parting of local 
attachments.

9.  Schedule 11(4) of the 1972 Act also requires us, in fixing the number of 
community councillors to be elected for each ward, to have regard to any change in 
the number or distribution of the local government electors of the community which 
is likely to take place.  We have noted that the electorates of each of our proposed 
wards will remain fairly stable over the forthcoming years, with some 110 electors in 
our proposed Ystradfellte ward and some 360 in our proposed Pontneddfechan 
ward.  The resultant councillor entitlements would be as follows:  Ystradfellte – 1.87 
and Pontneddfechan – 6.13.  Under our proposals, representation would favour 
slightly the more sparsely populated Ystradfellte ward.  However, we consider that 
this is acceptable; the Ystradfellte ward is an extensive rural area where 
representation is required to meet the challenges of population sparsity.

10.  In summary, our draft proposals are for a warding arrangement for this 
community, because in our view it meets the criteria in Schedule 11(4) of the Local 
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Government Act 1972.  However, we are anxious to hear of the present community 
council’s views in this matter.  It may consider that a warding arrangement would not 
represent effective and convenient local government for its area.  It may also 
consider that, while it may be impracticable or inconvenient to hold a single election 
of community councillors in its area, the community is and will remain a well-
integrated whole and that it is unnecessary for areas of it to be separately 
represented on its council.

Draft Proposals

11.  That there should be a community of Ystradfellte comprising the present 
community of that name, less that part of the community at Tonyfildre, 
Cefnwaunynog and Nant-y-fedwen that we propose to transfer to the community of 
Tawe-Uchaf;

The community should have a council of eight members;

The community should be warded as follows:

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Pontneddfechan 360 6 60

Ystradfellte 110 2 55

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

12.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

13.  That there should be a community of Ystradfellte comprising the present 
community of that name, less that part of the community at Tonyfildre, 
Cefnwaunynog and Nant-y-fedwen that we propose to transfer to the community of 
Tawe-Uchaf;

The community should have a council of eight members;
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The community should be warded as follows:

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Pontneddfechan 360 6 60

Ystradfellte 110 2 55


