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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. B34 - YSCIR

Introduction

1.  The present community of Yscir is a compact valley community to the north-west 
of Brecon with scattered small settlements held together by unclassified county 
roads.  The afon Yscir flows north-south through the community, from the 
confluence of the Yscir-fechan and the Yscir-fach at the community's northern 
boundary to its confluence with the river Usk, which forms the community's southern 
boundary.    The southern part of Cradoc is defined as a 2nd tier settlement in the 
Brecon Beacons National Park Unitary Development Plan, while its northern part is 
defined as a small village in the Powys Unitary Development Plan.  Battle is also 
defined as a small village in the latter Plan, while Pontfaen in the very north of the 
community is defined as a rural settlement.

2.  Part of this community, to the south of the unclassified county road from the 
B4520 through Cradoc to Aberbran, lies within the Brecon Beacons National Park.

3.  The community has a population of 483, an electorate of 359 (2005) and a 
council of 7 members.  The precept required for 2005 is £1,350, representing a 
Council Tax Band D equivalent of £6.24.

4.  In the 1985 Review the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales was 
concerned to implement appropriate mergers of the small communities of Brecknock 
and with regard to the several communities to the north and west of Brecon town - 
many of which had very small electorates and no councils - was anxious to 
implement an arrangement that would follow the patterns of settlement and 
community, as they followed the valleys of the rivers Ysgir, Honddu and Usk and 
their concomitant transport links.  These proposals included the merger of the then 
communities of Aberyscir, Battle and Fennifach.   However, a number of other area 
and boundary adjustments was also found necessary by the Commission.  A rural 
part of the St John ward of the then community of Brecon at Pen-crug, Gludy and 
Pennant was transferred to the new community.  An adjustment between the 
proposed communities of Yscir and Honddu Isaf served to realign the boundary 
along the watershed between these two new communities.  And, in the north of the 
proposed community, an area in the Yscir valley at Pentre-lloegr was transferred 
from the proposed community of Trallong.

5.  However, the matter that caused most concern lay with the Commission's final 
proposals to unit the whole of the divided hamlet of Aberbran in the new community 
of Trallong.  This matter was considered further in the Decision Letter of the 
Secretary of State for Wales, dated 10 October 1983.  "The  Secretary of State has 
had regard to the near-unanimous opposition to  this proposal expressed to him by 
the residents concerned.  He has concluded that the strength of the objections 
outweighs the administrative merit of the proposal and has decided to maintain the 
boundary between the existing communities of Aberyscir, Trallong and Penpont in 
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the vicinity of Aberbran as the boundary between the new communities of Yscir and 
Trallong in this area."

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

6.  No submissions have been received from Yscir Community Council.  However, a 
form of submissions has been received from Trallong Community Council: “At 
present the eastern boundary, running north from the river Usk, follows nant Bran to 
a point southwest of Ffinnant-isaf, where the border line turns sharp east and 
crosses the Soar road.  Proposal: southwards, from this crossing point, the boundary 
should follow the road not the brook, past Cusop and Llwyn-y-Merched, crossing the 
Cradoc road at Llwyn-y-Merched junction, and continue straight across the fields to 
the river Usk.  New houses have been built at Aberbran on the east side of the Bran.  
At present, the boundary divides the Aberbran community, which tends to use 
facilities on the west side.”

Assessment

7.  We note that this community’s boundary with the community of Trallong at 
Aberbran was defined by the Decision Letter of the Secretary of State dated 10 
October 1983, and in our Practice and Policy Document we have stated that we 
consider that the contents of these Decision Letters must have considerable bearing 
and that they will turn the balance in a matter where the arguments are otherwise 
finely balanced.  In our Practice and Policy Document we also stated our general 
presumption that classified settlement boundaries should not stray over community 
boundaries, and thus that classified settlements should not be divided.   However, 
the settlement of Aberbran is not classified in the Brecon Beacons National Park 
Unitary Development Plan.   The settlement is dispersed, with a grouping of houses 
around the bridge over the nant Bran and other nearby dwellings and farms.  There 
are about ten residential properties in Yscir community and about nine residential 
properties in Trallong community.  In many respects, we consider that the arguments 
must be finely balanced as to whether the boundary should be altered to include the 
whole of Aberbran in Yscir community or to include it in Trallong community.  And 
given that these two communities have low electorates, the transfer of up to 20 
electors to one community would have a significant impact on the viability of the 
other.  The arguments would appear at this stage to be finely balanced.  Therefore 
we are persuaded to adhere to the contents of the Decision Letter of the Secretary 
of State in this matter by proposing no changes to the community boundary here.

8.  The electorate of Yscir has increased from about 250 in 1979 to 359 in 2005.  
The Brecon Beacons National Park Unitary Development Plan and the Powys 
Unitary Development Plan do no allocate any sites for development in the classified 
settlements of this community.  Development in this community will therefore be 
slow and dependent on other policies within these Plans that relate to the provision 
of housing in open countryside.  We note that this community's electorate will 
therefore remain stable at about 360 electors for the foreseeable future, suggesting 
a continued entitlement in accordance with Table 7 – Guide to Allocation of 
Councillors to Community Councils to seven councillors.
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Draft Proposals

9.  That no changes should be made to  this community.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

359 7 51

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

10.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

11.  That no changes should be made to this community.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

359 7 51


