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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. B33 TREFLYS

Introduction

1.  The present community of Treflys lies on the northern banks of the river Irfon, 
which forms its natural boundary in the south.  The community rises with the 
narrowing tributary valleys of the nant Einion, afon Cammarch and afon Cyffiad, so 
that the north of this community comprises mainly uninhabited and mostly forested 
uplands at Bryn Glas, Cefn Garw and Bryn Mawr and along its western edge by 
Crugwydd and Pendisgwylfa.  Settlement consists of scattered farms and rural 
dwellings with concentrations of population at the two large villages of Beulah and 
Garth.  Beulah is a linear settlement, which has developed along the A483 at its 
junction with the B4358.  Garth is another linear settlement along the A483 and 
Heart of Wales railway line.  Beulah (because of its location, services and facilities) 
and Garth (because of its proximity to Builth Wells and pressures for development) 
have both been designated large villages in the Unitary Development Plan.  They 
each enjoy a good level of services and good transport links, with the Heart of Wales 
railway line passing through Garth and the A483 trunk road passing through both.

2.  The community has a population of 460, an electorate of 374 (2005) and a 
council of 10 members. The community is warded: Beulah with 231 electors and 
seven councillors and Garth with 143 and three.  The precept required for 2005 is 
£2,000.00 representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £10.10.

3.  Before the 1985 Review, the then community of Treflys included the settlements 
of Beulah in its extreme northeast and Garth in its extreme east.  The Local 
Government Boundary Commission for Wales, in this Review, was anxious to 
enlarge the community so that it took in all those areas that lay within the 
catchments of these two settlements.  This involved amalgamating the then 
community of Llanlleonfel with Treflys, and adding to it the northwestern part of the 
then community of Llanafanfechan and the eastern part of the then community of 
Llanfihangel Abergwesyn.  (It was considered that the greater portion of Llanfihangel 
Abergwesyn should be included in the new community of Treflys because the 
Commission considered that the whole of the Cnyffiad valley had closer links with 
Beulah than with Llanwrtyd Wells.)  At that time, part of the village of Llangammarch 
Wells strayed across the boundary into the then community of Treflys, and it was 
therefore proposed that a part of the latter community, which included the northern 
part of the village and the two farms of Cefn-llan and Llwyn Einion, be included in 
the new community of Llangamarch.  The new community was to be called Treflys 
and the Commission felt that it was appropriate to ward the  community, with wards 
focusing on each of the two main settlements: Beulah represented by seven 
councillors and Garth with three councillors.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4.  No representations have been received for this community.  However, a 
submission form has been received from Llanwrtyd Wells Town Council.  This 
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proposes the transfer of the northern half of the community of Treflys  (the eastern 
half of the former community of Llanfihangel  Abergwesyn) to this community, “in 
consideration of the local residents who have always considered themselves part of 
Llanwrtyd”.  

Assessment

5.  We have given consideration to the request of Llanwrtyd Wells Town Council that 
the northern part of the community of Treflys, comprising the eastern half of the 
former community of Llanfihangel Abergwesyn, be transferred to their community.  
We do not consider that such a transfer would be in the long-term interests of 
effective and convenient local government.  The area in question lies largely in the 
“next valleys” to the community of Llanwrtyd Wells, in the upper reaches of the 
valleys of the Cammarch and Cnyffiad rivers: river valleys that define the topography 
of the community of Treflys.  Settlement is thin in this upland and forested area, and 
the inhabitants here have the benefits of an unclassified  county road, by which they 
are nearer to the large villages of Beulah and Garth in the community of Treflys than 
they are to the key settlement of Llanwrtyd Wells.  For these reasons, we consider 
that this area is very much part of the community of Treflys.  The three communities 
that lie to the south of the high ridgeline of the Cambrian Mountains – Llanwrtyd 
Wells, Treflys and Llanafanfawr – are valley communities, rising from the Irfon valley 
and following its tributaries northward to the high ridgeline.  The proposed 
adjustment would break that “natural” lie of the communities of the area.  We 
acknowledge that the inhabitants of the communities of the  upper Irfon valley 
probably do look to Llanwrtyd Wells for many of their services, but this is an adjunct 
of that town’s key settlement status.

6.  The electorate of Treflys has increased from 308 in  1979 to 374 in 2005.  The 
Powys Unitary Development Plan allocates one site for 12 dwellings in the large 
village of Garth and one site in the large village of Beulah for 6 dwellings.  There 
may be further opportunities for infill development and opportunities for affordable 
housing development adjacent to the settlement development boundaries in 
accordance with Policy HP8.  There are also opportunities for a limited number of 
dwellings in the open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for 
conversions in accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We note that this 
community’s electorate will rise slightly to just over 400 electors, suggesting an 
entitlement – albeit only just – in accordance with Table 7 – Guide to Allocation of 
Councillors to Community Councils to eight councillors (representing a reduction 
from the current allocation of ten councillors).  The geographical size of this 
community is not in itself considered sufficient cause to depart from this entitlement; 
the northern half of the community is very sparsely populated, and much of the 
habitation in this community is concentrated in its south-east and centred around the 
large villages of Beulah and Garth.

7.  We have given careful consideration to the question of whether this community 
should continue to be divided into wards.  We are required to  apply the criteria in 
Schedule 11 of the 1972 Act in our consideration of this matter, and these are that 
(a) the number or distribution of the local government electors for the community is 
such as to make a single election of community councillors impracticable or 
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inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that areas of the community should be 
separately represented on the community council.  We consider that both these 
criteria are met in this community.  The retention of a warding arrangement is 
desirable in this community, with its two large villages, each served by a good range 
of community services and facilities.  The present polling stations for the two wards 
are the Reading Room, Beulah and the Village Hall, Garth and these serve the 
community well.  We consider that while Treflys is one community, it comprises 
different parts, each well focused on its respective large village.

8.  Schedule 11(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 requires us, in fixing the 
number of community councillors to be elected for each ward, to have regard to any 
change in the number or distribution of the local government electors of the 
community which is likely to take place.  The growth of the electorate in this 
community has been largely concentrated in the Garth ward.  We find that the 
current allocation of councillors is inequitable, each councillor in the Beulah ward 
presently represents 33 electors, while in the Garth ward each councillor presently 
represents 48 electors.  We note that the Beulah ward is the larger geographical 
area, but we also note that much of this ward is forested uplands and moorland.  
The table suggests that the most appropriate allocation of councillors between 
wards in this community is 5:3, which would serve to balance the level of 
representation between the wards.

Beulah Garth

Projected Electorate 251 153

Percentage of total 
Electorate

62.13 37.87

Councillor entitlement 
(8)

4.97 3.03

Draft Proposals

9.  That there should be a community of Treflys comprising the present community 
of that name;

The community should have a council of 8 members;

The community should be warded as follows:

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Beulah 231 5 46
Garth 143 3 48
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Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

10.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

11.  That there should be a community of Treflys comprising the present community 
of that name;

The community should have a council of 8 members;

The community should be warded as follows:

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Beulah 231 5 46
Garth 143 3 48


