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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. B09 FELIN-FACH

Introduction

1.  The present community of Felin-fach is located in the hill country of central 
Brecknockshire, in the upper reaches of the valley of the river Dulas and its main 
tributary the Triffrwd.  Unlike its neighbouring communities to the south east, the 
terrain here less-frequently rises above 1,000 feet, and the valley is bounded by 
Llandefalle Hill and Mynydd Fforest in the north and by Drostre Bank and Allt Filo in 
the south.  In both the very north and the very south, further small river valleys - of 
the Scithwen and the Gwlithen - run across the landscape of this community.  While 
the A470 cuts across this community, settlement is widely scattered.  Felinfach is 
defined as a small village in the Powys Unitary Development Plan.  Llanfilo is also 
defined as a small village in the Plan owing to its constraints to development and its 
limited services and facilities.  Other unclassified settlements in this community 
include Talachddu and Llandefalle.

2.  The community has a population of 585, an electorate of 520 (2005) and a 
council of 9 members.  The community is warded: Llandefalle with 215 electors and 
four councillors; Llanfilo with 158 and three, and Talachddu with 147 and two.  The 
precept required for 2005 is £3,100, representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent 
of £9.39.

3.  In the 1985 Review, the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales was 
concerned to implement appropriate mergers of the small communities of 
Brecknock, and with regard to the proposed communities of Felin-fach and Honddu 
Isaf a number of options for merger was considered.  The main outcome of the 1985 
Review was to merge the then communities of Llandefalle, Llanfilo and Talachddu to 
create a new community of Felin-fach.  However, further changes were also made: 
that part of the north-east of the then community of Llandefalle,  which included 
Stockley Wood, Llanfawr, Upper Llangoed and Pen-y-graig, was transferred to the 
proposed community of Bronllys and a small northern portion of the then community 
of Talachddu at Cwm-Gwilym was transferred to the proposed community of 
Honddu Isaf.  However, the north-eastern part of the then community of Llanddew at 
Penishawain and Lower Penwaen and the north-western part of the then community 
of Bronllys at Bryndu were transferred to the new community.  There was sufficient 
local support for these proposals, and the Commission therefore made its final 
recommendations for a community council of nine members with the following 
warding arrangement: Llandefalle with 173 electors (1979) and four councillors; 
Llanfilo with 129 and three, and Talachddu with 96 and two.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4.  A submission form has been received from Felinfach Community Council, which 
proposes retaining the same community boundaries.  The submission is critical of 
Powys County Council’s Table 7 - Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community 
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Councils because it does not take into account the workload of particular councils or 
the extent of the area or number of settlements being represented.  The submission 
also states that the wards in this community have clearcut boundaries; they are 
discrete each with a church and village hall and very similar problems and service 
requirements.

Assessment

5.  The electorate of Felin-fach has increased from 398 in 1979 to 520 in 2005.  The 
Powys Unitary Development Plan allocates two sites for 14 dwellings in the small 
village of Felinfach, but most of these dwellings have already been built and have 
had their effect upon the electorate.  There are no  allocations of development land in 
the small village of Llanfilo.  There may be further opportunities for infill development 
and opportunities for affordable housing development adjacent to the settlement 
development boundaries at each village, for a limited number of dwellings in the 
open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in 
accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We note that this community's electorate 
will, therefore, remain stable at about 530 electors, suggesting an entitlement in 
accordance with Table 7 - Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils 
above to eight councillors.

6.  We have given careful consideration to the question of whether this community 
should continue to be divided into wards.  We are required to  apply the criteria in 
Schedule 11 of the 1972 Act in our consideration of this matter, and these are that 
(a) the number or distribution of the local government electors for the community is 
such as to make a single election of community councillors impracticable or 
inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that areas of the community should be 
separately represented on the community council.  The present polling stations for 
the three polling districts in this community are: School Hall, Llandefalle; 
Maesyberllan Chapel Vestry, Talachddu, and Village Hall, Llanfilo, and they serve 
this community, with its scattered settlement, well.  We note that there is no similar 
facility in the centrally-located, small village of Felinfach which might serve as an 
alternative single polling station for the whole community.  Therefore, we consider 
that the number or distribution of the local government electors for this community is 
such as to make a single election of community councillors impracticable or 
inconvenient.  We note also the comments of the community council which strongly 
suggest that, while Felin-fach is one community, it comprises different parts, each 
well focused on its own services which include a village hall.

7.  The ward boundary of the Llandefalle ward follows the course of the river Dulas 
from where it rises near to Cwm-Gwilym, southwards to Felinfach and then 
eastwards to the community boundary at Pont Trephilip.  The ward boundary 
between the Llanfilo and Talchddu wards largely follows the A470.  These ward 
boundaries are readily identified and represent an acceptable parting of local 
attachments.  However, there is one exception where the boundary may be less 
clearcut; at the small village of Felinfach, the ward boundary cuts across the 
settlement boundary.  We consider that it would be appropriate to make a small 
adjustment in the ward boundary at this location to follow the unclassified county 
road into the village at Coed y Fedw and then to follow the village slip road onto the 
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A470 before rejoining the river Dulas.  Two properties would be transferred from the 
Llandefalle ward to the Talachddu ward under this proposal.

8.  Schedule 11(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 requires us, in fixing the 
number of community councillors to be elected for each ward, to have regard to any 
change in the number or distribution of the local government electors of the 
community which is likely to take place.  We have noted that the electorate of this 
community will probably remain stable for the foreseeable future, with the remaining 
development together with the small adjustment to the ward boundary having the 
following effect:

Llandefalle Llanfilo Talachddu
Projected 
Electorate

215 158 157

Percentage of 
total electorate

40.57 29.81 29.62

This is a difficult balance of electorates to allocate councillors to.  In a seven 
member council, the allocation would be 3 : 2 : 2, with each councillor representing 
about 70 electors.  In a ten member council, the allocation would be 4 : 3 : 3, with 
each councillor representing about 50 electors.  (However, we consider that an 
allocation of ten councillors to this small community would be excessive.)  A council 
of eight or nine members would inevitably mean that one or two of the wards might 
be under-represented.  For example, the current arrangement of nine members 
means that the Talachddu ward is under-represented.  However, a further 
consideration is that Llandefalle and, to a lesser extent, Llanfilo are the more 
extensive rural areas with concomitant problems of effective representation.  The 
present community council has already indicated that it finds the current 
arrangement acceptable, and, on balance, we consider that the retention of the 
present nine-member council could be vindicated in this case because it would 
enable us to achieve an acceptable parity of representation between the  wards.  
Even so, we are anxious to learn of the further views of the existing community 
council in this particular matter.

Draft Proposals

9.  That there should be a community of Felin-fach comprising the present 
community of that name;

The community should have a council of 9 members;

The community should be warded as at present, but that an adjustment should be 
made to the ward boundaries so that all the dwellings that lie in the small village of 
Felinfach are included in the Talachddu ward.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
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Councillor
Llandefalle 215 4 54
Llanfilo 158 3 53
Talachddu 147 2 74

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

10.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

11.  That there should be a community of Felin-fach comprising the present 
community of that name;

The community should have a council of 9 members;

The community should be warded as at present, but that an adjustment should be 
made to the ward boundaries so that all the dwellings that lie in the small village of 
Felinfach are included in the Talachddu ward.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Llandefalle 215 4 54
Llanfilo 158 3 53
Talachddu 147 2 74


