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2011 
CYNGOR SIR POWYS COUNTY COUNCIL. 

 
Standards Community Sub- Committee 

27th April 2011 
 
REPORT BY: Strategic Director – Law and Governance 
  
SUBJECT: Matters appertaining to Standards Issues  
  
 
REPORT FOR: 

 
Decision, Information and Discussion 

 
A. Referral of Councillors to Public Services Ombudsman 
 
A1. Town and Community Councillor Referrals  
 
 The Ombudsman has advised that one new Code of Conduct Complaint 

has been received (ref 1/11TCC).  The Ombudsman has decided not to 
investigate the complaint as he did not believe on the basis of the 
information provided that the Councillors behaviour could be said to be 
sufficient to amount to a breach of the Code of Conduct. 

 
B.  Dispensations 
 
B1. Applications - Town and Community Councillors 
 
B1.1 Llanbadarn Fynydd 
 
 Three applications have been received from Councillors at Llanbadarn 

Ffynnydd Community Council.  The applicants are seeking dispensation 
on the grounds that 5 out of 7 Community Councillors have an interest in 
matters relating to windfarms.  The Clerk has been asked to provide 
further information which has not been submitted to date. 

 
B1.2 School Modernisation Interests 
 
 Two applications have been received from Presteigne and Norton Town 

Councillors Jennie Simpson and John Kendall.  Copies of the 
applications are attached to this report for information. 

 
The Standards Committee at its meeting in July 2010 granted a 
dispensation to County Councillors (who will be decision makers) to 
speak and vote at meetings of the County Council in relation to the 
Schools Modernisation Programme, subject to certain caveats.  A copy 
of this minute is attached for information.  These application are likely to 
be the first of many on behalf of Town and Community Councillors in 
relation to this subject, and the Sub-Committee is requested to consider 
whether a blanket dispensation should in addition be granted to Town 
and Community Councillors (who will not be decision makers) to speak 
and vote on this issue at Town and Community Council meetings. 
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B1.3 Scottish Power Energy Networks proposal to Connect Windfarms 

to the National Grid. 
 

Scottish Power and the National Grid are currently undertaking a 
consultation exercise in relation to the connection of windfarms in Powys 
to the National Grid, which will involve the installation of an electricity 
hub together with associated pylons. This project will predominantly 
affect Montgomeryshire but will also have an impact on Radnorshire. 
 
Following conversations with the clerk to one Town and Community 
Council in Montgomeryshire regarding the issue of Members’ interests, 
the impact this could have on councillors’ individual and collective ability 
to discuss these issues became apparent, including the possibility of 
Councils being inquorate for consideration of these items. Due to the 
scale of the proposal, it is also apparent that a large number of Town 
and Community Councils could be affected as indicated above, and 
therefore it was considered appropriate that the Sub-Committee’s view 
be sought as to whether a blanket dispensation should be granted to 
Town and Community Councillors to speak and / or vote on these 
proposals.  
 
In addition the question of County Councillors who are also Town and 
Community Councillors and who may also be members of the County 
Council’s Planning Committee (who it is understood will be the decision 
making body in relation to the electricity hub) needs to be considered 
and this matter is raised separately on the main Standards Committee 
report. 

 
C. Standards Conference 
 

To be discussed at the Standards Committee. 
 
D. Meeting Dates. 
 
D1. To note dates of future meetings as follows: 

 
29th June, 2011 
7th September, 2011 
30th November, 2011 
 
All meetings to commence at 10.00am with the option of training 
available afterwards. 
 

Contact Officer Name: Tel: Fax: Email: 
Clarence Meredith, 
Strategic Director – Law 
and Governance. 

01597 826395 01597 826220 Clarence@powys.gov.uk 

 






















